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“Open streets”
How to plan in an emergency



Law no. 120 of 11 September 2020 -
amendment of the Highway Code



Cycle lanes - Art. 3, paragraph. 1, 
12-bis) Cycle lane: a longitudinal 
part of the carriageway, normally 
on the right-hand side, delimited by 
a continuous or discontinuous white 
strip...



Cycle lanes in the Public 
Transport lane - Art. 7, 
paragraph 1, i-ter) allow the 
circulation of bicycles on the 
roads referred to in letter i) -
i.e. the lanes reserved for the 
circulation of public transport 
vehicles...



Two-way cycle lane - Art. 3, 
para. 1, 12-ter) Two-way cycle 
lane: a longitudinal part of the 
one-way urban carriageway, 
located to the left of the 
direction of travel, delimited 
by a discontinuous, crossable 
and mixed-use white strip....



Bike Boxes- Art. 3, para. 1, no. 
7a) stop line for bicycles in 
advanced position compared to 
the stop line for all other 
vehicles... 



Bike Boxes - Art. 182, par. 9-ter) at 
traffic light intersections, [...] the 
bike boxes may be built, extended to 
the whole width of the carriageway 
or the semi-carriageway... 



72 km of new lanes



2019 - 226 km
2020 - 293 km
2021 - 298 km

+ 72 km

Cycle routes (km)

Routes done

Routes planned

New 30 areas

2020 Open plazas

Existing cycle Routes 

Existing 30 areas

Realized open plazas

Planning

State of the art



Streateries



Use of public space



>500 streateries and >1300 dehors 



15 km/h speed ‘shared’ zones



Dining streets



Foto: Cambio – Città metropolitana di Milano

Towards a new phase,
metropolitan planning



Cambio – the network of cycling corridors in the 
metropolitan city



Cycle routes in the municipality of Milan



Open Plazas
Piazze Aperte



Milano 2030



Public space as a common good
Planning Masterplan - PGT
Sustainable Urban Mobility Plan - SUMP
Climate Plan - PAC
Neighbourhood Plan

Towards Milan 2030



Milano 2030 2020



How can we accelerate change?



Tactical Urbanism
Thousands
Months
Reversible

Spoleto Venini



Tools
Kit
Collaboration Pact
Volunteering

Porta Genova



Asphalt art



Bollards and curbs



Street furniture



Volunteering



Before

Dergano



After

Dergano



Dergano



Before

Vie Spoleto Venini



After

Piazza ArcoBalena



Before

Piazzale Bacone



After

Piazzale Bacone



Val Lagarina



New paradigms
Sustainable mobility
Ecology
Urban Quality
Social Inclusion

Piazza Angilberto





2018-21 > 38 interventions



• The area = 8.2 km2, 4.5% of the 
whole territory of the Municipality 
of Milan

• Residents = 77,950 (42,300 
families)

• Every day about 500.000 people, 
coming from outside, get there

• 43 access points, monitored by 
cameras, including 7 for exclusive 
use of public transport

• The charge is active Monday-
Friday from 7.30am to 7.30pm. 

• Payment (5€) enables vehicles to 
drive around, leave and re-enter 
the charging zone as many times 
as required in one day.

Area C



Decreasing vehicular access to the Area C, therefore:
ü Decreasing traffic congestion;
ü Improving public transport speed;
ü Decreasing the occupation of on-street parking;
ü Reducing road accidents;
ü Reducing pollutant emissions caused by traffic;
ü Reducing health risks related to air pollution;
ü Increasing the share of sustainable modes of travel;
ü Improving urban center quality and attractiveness; 
ü Raising funds for sustainable mobility services and 
infrastructures.

Area C - Objectives
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Access is progressively prohibited to personal transport vehicles cat. M1 (Vehicles 
designed and constructed for the carriage of passengers, with no more than eight seats in 
addition to the driver's seat):

Residents: the first 40 accesses (every year) are free. From 41st access onward they pay 2 €
Service vehicles pay 3 € (after registration).
Access is free of charge for electric vehicles, mopeds and motorbikes and M1 hybrid 
vehicles (electric-thermal propulsion) with an emission contribution ≤ 100 g/km. Access is 
always permitted for Euro 6 petrol vehicles.

EURO 5

Starting from

01/10/2022

*

*

*

*

Area C – rules and bans



Area B – Low 
Emission Zone

Control of the most pollutant
vehicles and control and
tracking of access for heavy
vehicles and for the transport
of dangerous goods

As stated in the Sustainable Urban
Mobility Plan, in February 2019 the City
of Milan launched the Italy’s largest
Limited Traffic Zone and one of the
largest Low Emission Zone of Europe,
called Area B, an infrastructure of
electronic gates around and next to the
municipal boundary. The systems is set
up for the control of the most pollutant
vehicles and for the control and
management of the most heavy vehicles
and the ones used for the transport of
dangerous goods.
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As foreseen in the Sustainable Urban Mobility Plan, in February 2019 the Municipality of Milan launched the largest
Limited Traffic Zone in Italy and one of the largest Low Emission Zones in Europe, called Area B, delimited by
188 gates with cameras around the municipal boundary. The system is designed to control the most polluting
vehicles and to control and manage the heavier vehicles and those used to transport dangerous goods.
Access is always allowed for Euro 6 petrol, electric and hybrid vehicles.

Access is progressively prohibited to personal transport vehicles cat. M1 (Vehicles designed and constructed for
the carriage of passengers, with no more than eight seats in addition to the driver's seat):
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Area B – rules and bans



Thank you for your attention

Stefano.Riazzola@comune.milano.it


